





Theatrical Observer ; 


AND 
Daily Bills of the Play. 
“‘ Nothing extenuate, nor set down ; aught in malice.”—Othello. 
No. 6917. FRIDAY, Feb. 23, 1844. Price 1d. 











- The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


HAYMARKET THEATRE. 

Last night a new comic drama, in two acts, entitled Grist to the Mill, 
was brought out here, with great success. We should say it was of 
French extraction, as the characters and incidents are of that nation. 
The plot is as follows:—The Marquis de Richeville, who has disowned 
his nephew, starves himself and servants, and allows his property to run 
waste through a miserly disposition, is on the point of being entrapped 
into a marriage with Mademviselle de Merluchet, a lady of fifty, who 
has conspired with her cousin, Monsieur de Merluchet, to place the 
Marquis in such a situation as to make it difficult for him to escape their 
snares. The nephew, Thierry Dumont, becomes aware of their designs, 
and determines, with the aid of Francine, who is the mistress of the 
mill, to counteract their artifices. At this crisis the Prince de Conti, 
arrives at the Marquis’s chateau, commissioned by the King to inquire 
into and redress grievances, and to him Mademoiselle de Merluchet ap- 
peals for justice. The Prince is about to order the Marquis to marry 
her, or to be sent to prison, when the arrival of the Marchioness de 
Richeville is announced, and Francine, grandly dressed, enters in that 
character, to the amazement of all. The Marquis is no less astonished 
than the rest; but as he sees relief from favouring the imposture, he 
recognises her as his wife. (The assumed Marehioness orders entertain- 
ments, doubles the servants’ wages, and expends the Marquis’s money 
in a manner that almost distracts him, yet, in the dilemma in which he 
is, placed, he knows not how to prevent it. She compels him to receive 
his nephew, and to purchase hima regiment, and although all this is 
done against his inclination, he is fascinated by her charms, and when 
he finds the prince paying her attention he becomes jealous. At length 
the whole is explained, the plots of Mademoiselle de Merluchet and her 
cousin aré exposed, and the Marquis having become enamoured even of 
generosity with so fair an instructress, determines to marry the miller’s 
widow, and the Prince forgives the deception. The Marquis was well 
played by Mr. C. Mathews, but it is not exactly in his line. Madame 
Vestris was all that could be wished for in the part Francine; her viva- 
city was quite charming. Messrs. Holl, Strickland, and Howe, and 
Mrs.W. Clifford, acted with ability their respective characters of the 
Prince, Monsieur de Merluchet, Thierry Dumont, and Mademoiselle 
de Merluchet. At the conclusion of the drama there was much applause, 
and Mr. Mathews led on Madame Vestris to receive the approbation she 
had so deservedly earned.—The house was crowded by a most fashionable 
audience. The drama is to be repeated every evening. We are glad 
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to say that Mr. W. Farren has so far recovered from his illness as to be 
able to witness the performance last night. 

Modern Play-Bills.—A modern play-bill is indication sufficient of 
the low ebb of the drama. It once was a modest production, announcing 
the evening’s performance and the names of the persons who sustained 
the characters; but the good wine needed no bush. It was of very 
moderate dimensions; could be conveniently held in the hand to be re- 
ferred to just as the actors came upon the stage ; could then be crumpled 
up in the hand and put in the waistcoat pocket. Now it is agood yard 
long, and as inconvenient to read as a double Zimes newspaper.— 
Fraser’s Magazine. 


Fashionable Lounges. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mar. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rab 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 

ounges about town :— : Pi eel 

- Monday, stroll to MaDAme Tussaup’s splendid Exhibition, Golden Corinthien 
Saloon, Baker-st., Portman-sq., to view Ze Shrine of Na, or GoldenChamber, 
containing the Camp-Bed on which he died in exile —splendid rooms fitted for the 
purpose—the magnificent Car of the King of Rome—the Coronation Robes of the 
Emperor and Josephine—the original full-length Picture of Napoleon, byLefevre-— 
the celebrated Military Carriage, taken at Waterloo, &e.—crowded daily. 

Tuesday, examine the extraordinary Model of Venice, at the Egyptian He!., 
Piccadilly, (open daily)—the most surprising work of art ever exhibited, contain- 
ing a faithful copy of every object, however minute, that the interesting city of 
Venice presents—102 churches, 122 towers, 340 bridges, 135 large palaces, 927 
smaller palaces, 471canals, and 18,479 houses are represented in the model.—Open 
from 10 in the morning till 10 at night, with brilliant effects of sunshine produced 
by a novel artificial light of wonderful intensity—Admission 1s. __ 

Must inform your readers that Mr. Templeton will repeat his highly popr'ar 
Musical Entertainment, on Wednesday, February the 28th, and every follow- 
ing Wednesday, at the Music Hall, Store-street. Mr. Templeton’s numerors 
engagements will prevent his re-appearance at Hanover-square until early in 
March, when he will submit several new novelties. 

Wednesday, I am to be found at the Chinese Collection, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manafactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis-. 
cellaneous Curiosities. . ; 

Why should the people of England patronize PERRING ? Because he has every 
wish to improve the heads of the Nation. HisVelvet Hats at 12s., his best Beavers 
at a Guinea, and Travelling Caps at 5s. 6d., crown half London.—Cecil Housc,- 
85, Strand, and 251, Regent Street. s . a 

Talk of Phrenology—if you wish to find a Pericranium fully developed, visit 
the Garrick’s Heap, Bow Street,—where you will find conviviality, risibility, 
and choice spirits fully displayed—the celebrated Judge and Jury every night— 
a select Concert—a Dinner, fit for the élite, 1s,—and Bed and Breakfast, half-a- 

own—surprising ! 

"ieee ae sight and hearing getting bad, consulted a physician, who recome- 
mended me to take GrimsToNE’s Eye SNurrF, went to his magnificent new 
establishment, 434, Oxford Street, and bought a canister of it for 1s. 3d.—find my 
sight returned, and my hearing restored. Got rid of my old head ache—feel so 
grateful, mean to write him a letter of thanks. : “a 

Why should they make the celebrated J. ALBERT, 52, King William-street, 
City, Prime Minister? Because he takes measures to redress the people and re- 
forms their bad habits.—The only place in London for; a cheap, fashionable, and 

ellent suit of clothes. 
‘ai. I examine Miss Linwoopn’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added. other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 


Your’s &c.—PAUL PBY 



































-Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








"This Evening, Shakipeare' $ Historiad Play of 


RICHARD Id. 


_ King Henry the Sixth, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Prince of Wales, Miss NEWCOMBE, Duke of York, MissA.PAYNE, 
Richard, Duke.of Glo’ster, Mr CHARLES KEAN, 
Duke of Buckingham, ‘Mr COOPER, Lord Stanley, Mr SELBY | 
Henry, Earl of Richmond, Mr HUDSON, 
Duke of Norfolk, MrG.-HORNCASTLE, Lord Hastings, MrSANGER, 
Earl of Surrey, Mr MOTT, Earl Rivers, -Mr BECKETT, 

Sir Robert Brakenbury, Mr BINGE, Lord Mayor, Mr MEADOWS, 
Tressell,: Mr W. WEST, Dr. Shaw, Mr PARK, 
Elizabeth, .... (Queen of King Edward JV.) ...»° Mrs WARNER, 
Duchess of York, Mrs SELBY, Lady:Anne, Mrs STIRLING. 





To. conclude with the Opire of». 


Der Freischutz. 


Ottocar, (the Prince) Mr BINGE, 
Bernhard ....(the Head. Kanger)....Mr SELBY, 
Adolph, Mr BA ‘RKER, : 





Caspar ....-. é ee €tnecaaceais Mr STRETTON, 
: Zamiel, Mr W. H. PAYNE, | 
We. 6-d2 5 ceed od skewes Mr G.. HORNCASTLE, 
Hermit, Mr H. HORNCASTLE, 
Witch of the Glen....-. ..... Mr T. RIDGWAY : 
Demon of the Hartz, Mr BECKETT, 
First Huntsman .. ....c.0-...0. ooo Mr GENGE. 
Second Huntsman, Mr ne 
PE << cmberenadsduntectat . Miss ROMER, 


ss Rose, Miss BETTS, 
Bridesmaids, Miss COLLETT, Miss JACKSON, 
Miss MORG AN. 





To-morrow, Balfe’s Opera of The Bohemian Girl, and The 
Beauty of Ghent. 











Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


M. JULLIEN’S 


FORT Y-SIXTH 


CONCERT! 


PROGRAMME for this EVENING, Feb. 23d, 
PART I. | 


Overture - Fra Diavolo - Auber 


The Highland Quadrille, satin. 


Trio, for twoVioloncellos and Doublebass, performed 
by Messrs. Hancock, Crouch, and Howell. 


Solo, Oboe, Mr. Barret. 


Valse - Die Victorian Waltzer - Koenig 


A Grand Descriptive Fantasia, selected from Roch 
Albert’s Opera, entitled The 


Destruction of Pompeii! 


Description.—1. Selection from the Overture, in which is heard 
the first warning of the forthcoming eruption. 2. Introduction ; 
Pagon Hymn, attributed to Pythagorus, and composed on the 
ancient system of the Tetracord. 3. Continuation of the Over. 
ture. 4. Chorus of Mariners quitting the shore. 5. Consul. 
tation of the Oracle. 6. Cavatina from Act2. 7. Fete of 
Terpsichore ; Dances of the Bacchanals. 8. Chorus of Bac- 
chanals, interrupted by the increasing thunder and explosion of 
the moumain, Sudden darkness prevails, and the people, in 
their consternation, rush in crowds to the Temple of Isis, beseech- 
ing, in accents of despair, the intercession of the Idol. Ezxploe 
sion of the Crater, Falling of the Temples, and total Destruction 
of the City. 














PART II, 
Opera, Norma, with Solo by Herr Koenig. - Bellini 
Quadrille, The Irish Echos. 


Solo, Flute, Mr Richardson. 
Valse . The Wreath of Roses - Jullien 


The English Quadrille, jure. 
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